LEADER’S GUIDE

Discussion Questions: “John the Baptist’s Baptizes Jesus”

Who was John the Baptist?

(This is not in the student’s guide) John the Baptist was the son of Zacharias
(Luke 3:2) and Elizabeth (Luke 1:57-58) who lived in Judah (Luke 1:39-45).
(Question #16) John the Baptist and Jesus were cousins (Luke 1:36).

1. John the Baptist preached in the wilderness. (Read the verses outlined in red:
Matthew 3:1-2, Mark 1:4, and Luke 3:3) What did John the Baptist mean in
Matthew 3:2, when he said “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand!”? John the Baptist implores the Jews to repent their past sins they
have committed against God. They should feel sorrow, regret, and have a
“change of mind” from their wicked and corrupt ways. Most importantly it is to
have a change in the way of life. The kingdom of heaven is at hand, refers to
the beginning of Jesus’ reign on Earth. This is the beginning of Christ setting
up his dominion on Earth.

2. Prepare the way of the Lord and make His paths straight: (Read the verses
outlined in gray: Matthew 3:3, Mark 1:2-3, Luke 3:4-5, and John 1:23) In what
passage(s) did Isaiah prophesize “The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord; Make His paths straight”?
Isaiah 40:3-5.

3. John the Baptist clothing and diet. (Read the verses outlined in green:
Matthew 3:4, and Mark 1:6) Why did John the Baptist wear clothes made
in camel’s hair, only a leather belt and eat locust with wild honey? John
the Baptist did not self-indulge in luxurious clothing or eat lavishly. He lived a
simple life. His food, clothing and lifestyle was common among prophets.
The camel’s hair John the Baptist wore was long and shaggy and made into a
coarse cheap cloth. Not the elegant cloth called camlet which is made from
the fine hair of the camel. Rarely is clothing of one’s garments mentioned.
This is similar clothing that the prophet Elijah wore. Both set themselves
apart from everyone else. His leather belt or girdle as some have called it
probably came from sheep or goatskin. His meat was locust. Locusts are a
common flying insect 2-3 inches in length. They were one of the plagues of
Egypt. Locust would swarm and devour almost all living green plants within
hours. They were commonly salted, dried and cooked in various ways.
Honey was commonly found in the rocks and in the hollows of trees in the
wilderness. Palestine was frequently called “the land of milk and honey”.

4. What is the difference between Matthew 3:1-2, Mark 1:4, Luke 3:3; and
(Read the verses outlined in blue: Matthew 3:5-6, and Mark 1:5) Matthew
3:5-6, Mark 1:5 of John the Baptist preaching the good news? Both
expressions talk about John the Baptist preaching a baptism of repentance for
the remission of sin. But you look closely the first expression is John the

www.gospelsbiblestudy.com Created: 5/15/2021




LEADER’S GUIDE

Discussion Questions: “John the Baptist’s Baptizes Jesus”

Baptist went into the region or came preaching in the wilderness. The second
expression states “Then Judea and those around Jerusalem went out to him.”
There was probably a period of time from when he went out to the Jewish
people in the region or wilderness to preach, then when they came to seek
him out. The word spread. Curiosity to hear what was being spread for
themselves.

. Brood Vipers. (Read the verses outlined in purple: Matthew 3:7 and Luke 3:7)
Why did John the Baptist refer to the Pharisees and Sadducees as
“Brood of vipers!”? The original King James text refers the Pharisees and
Sadducees as “generation of vipers.” However, over time, it has changed to
“brood of vipers.” Vipers are venomous serpents from 2 to 5 feet in length.

Its venom is poisonous and deadly. Someone who is bitten by a viper swells
up almost immediately and if not treated quickly will die a painful and
agonizing death. The term “generation” used, is not explained as if this is just
the current generation or several of Pharisees and Sadducees. John the
Baptist is specifically calling out the Pharisees and Sadducees as “vipers.”

He was pointing out their deceitful, and wicked ways. What’s important here
is John the Baptist is using “vipers” as a metaphor telling the people how
dangerous they have become. And to end the verse, he states “who warned
you to flee from the wrath to come.” John is astonished that these sinners
and hypocrites have not fled from the coming wrath.

. Trees that don’t bear good fruit are cut down and thrown into the fire. (Read
the verses outlined in black: Matthew 3:8-10 and Luke 3:8-9) What does it
mean, “the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree which
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” The ax is
laid at the root of the tree indicates the tree is to be cut down. The words here
are chosen carefully. The tree is not to be merely timmed. The survival of
the tree is at stake. The roots are the foundation and lifeblood of the tree.
Without them, the tree will not survive. When an ax impacts the very
foundation of the tree, the whole tree will shake, and the roots will feel the
blow of the impact. The metaphor here is, everyone will be on trial for their
lives. A person’s profession, or job, or how high up in status is not what is on
trial. But how the person’s beliefs and actions throughout their life are what is
evaluated. Those that are found not to pass the test will be cut down and
thrown into the fire. Those who are worthy of passing the test, repenting their
sins, helping their fellow man without an expectation of reward, leading by His
example, will keep their roots.

. Sandals not worthy to carry. (Read the verses outlined in dark red: Matthew
3:11, Mark 1:7, Luke 3:16 and John 1:27) Why is John the Baptist not
worthy enough to carry the sandals of the One who is to come? John
expresses great humility to be a servant of Him. He also mentions “whose
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straps he is not worthy to loosen.” To loosen sandals was the business of the
lowest servants. John reinforces his own unworthiness in comparison.

8. He baptizes with the Holy Spirit and fire. (Read the verses outlined in dark
red: Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16) What is the difference between
being baptized with water and being baptized with the Holy Spirt? And
fire? John’s baptism with water was for repentance and the forgiveness of
their sins. God'’s baptism of man with the Holy Spirit is sending His influence
to convert, purify and guide the soul. The Holy Ghost is the third part of the
Trinity. The Holy Ghost’s part is to comfort, uplift, renew and hallow the soul.
Being baptized by fire has had various interpretations. Some have identified
this that John refers to future afflictions and persecutions which men would be
tried under the Gospel. Some have concluded the word “fire” means the
judgement or wrath of God. Some have interpreted this as He would baptize
the followers of His Word with the Holy Ghost, but the rest of world, the
wicked, He would baptize with the judgement and wrath of fire. Others have
supposed that the fire is the refinement, and the purifying that comes
afterwards to make the heart and soul malleable and worthy for God’s work.

It is difficult to confirm the precise meaning farther than that of John the
Baptist’s ministry. One thing is for certain, your tree will be put to the test, and
if it is revealed your tree does not bear good fruit, it will be cut down and
thrown into the fire.

9. The unquenchable fire. (Read the verses outlined in orange: Matthew 3:12,
and Luke 3:17) In Matthew 3:12 and Luke 3:17, What is John referring to
when he states He will gather up His wheat into the barn and burn up the
chaff with unquenchable fire? Separating with wheat from the chaff was
practiced in the East by throwing the grain into the air and the chaff was blown
away by the wind because it was lighter than the wheat. The term “fan” was
the act of cleaning of the grain by this practice. The floor is represented as the
Jewish people. The wheat is the righteous or people of God to be stored in
the barn. The chaff is the wicked which the fire consumes. The
unquenchable fire is fire that is meant for eternal suffering of the wicked.

10. Did Jesus need to be baptized? (Read the verses outlined in gray: Matthew
3:14-15) John the Baptist tries to have Jesus baptize him. However, Jesus
states “It is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he allowed Him.
Then John the Baptist, baptizes Jesus.” Why did Jesus need to be
baptized? Jesus had no sin. This question has long troubled theologians
for many years. Baptisms were for sinners. There are several conclusions
why Jesus needed to be baptized. (1) Jesus was about to start his great
ministry work. This sets the timeline apart from pre-baptism and post-
baptism. (2) Jesus did so because he is both God and human. He went
through baptism and even death as a human. (3) The baptism by John the
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Baptist was another step Jesus could identify with his sinful people. (4) Jesus
did this to demonstration how to be baptized and how to baptize others. The
closeness one will have with the Holy Spirit, when one commits themselves to
being baptized.

11. John the Baptist announces Jesus as the Lamb of God. (Read verses
outlined in pink: John 1:29-31). What is the significance of Jesus being
called “The Lamb of God?” In the Old Testament, the Israelites sacrificed
Lambs and were eaten at the Passover to commemorate their deliverance
from bondage in Egypt. The Messiah/Jesus was often referred to as “The
Lamb.” Jesus was innocent. He was the sacrifice for the sins, not just for
Israel but the whole world. John also makes a point that John the Baptist
comes to baptize with water, while Jesus will baptize those with the Holy
Spirit.

12. Jesus is baptized. (Read the verses outlined in yellow: Matthew 3:16-17,
Mark 1:9-11 and Luke 3:21-22) How was Jesus baptized? Both Matthew
and Luke clearly state Jesus came up immediately from the water. This
proves that if Jesus came up from the water, he had to have been below the
water. In order to be below the water, one would have to be submerged or
immersed in water. Then “the heavens were opened unto him.” Many
scholars have interpreted this to be appearance of the clouds when it lightens
with the rays of the sun.

13. The Holy Spirt descends like a dove on Jesus. Why did the Holy Spirit
descend on Jesus like a dove? Albert Barnes, a theologian said it best in
his notes he published in 1832 “This was the third person of the Trinity,
descending upon him in the form of a dove. The dove among the Jews, was
a symbol of purity of heart, harmlessness and gentleness.”

14. Who was the voice from heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son, in

whom | am well pleased.”? This is unquestionably the voice of God. It was

probably heard by all who were present. God uses the term “beloved Son”
instead of just, son, to state the closeness and nearness and a relationship God
has with his son Jesus. The statement “I am well pleased” is an immense delight
with his Son.

15.  John the Baptist announce Jesus as the Lamb of God. (Read verses

outlined in light green: John 1:32-34. What is significance of John the Baptist

saying Jesus is the Son of God? John writes that John the Baptist was a

witness for Jesus’ Baptism. John the Baptist saw the Holy Spirit descend on

Jesus and remaining on Him. To visualize seeing the Holy Spirit descend on

Jesus serves two purposes: (1) To make the known to John the Baptist and to

the rest of the world; (2) this moment marks the official commencement of Jesus’

ministry. Finally to John the Baptist is a credible witness of this event and stated
the event as such.
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16. Bonus Question: Was John the Baptist and Jesus related? If so,
how? John the Baptist and Jesus were cousins. Read Luke 1:34-38. Some
translations have lost the word “cousin” however it is in the original King
James version. John the Baptist’'s mother, Elizabeth and Jesus’ mother Mary

were cousins.
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